
GERBER CRO IN ACTION 

 

Your partner opens 1NT which shows 15 to 17 points and this is your hand -  

    K J 9 6 5 3  

     

    A K 5 3  

    T 3 2 

You bid 2H transferring to spades and after partner bids 2S what do you do next? You have enough points for game but 

are thinking slam. You need to know what aces partner has, if partner has the Ace of hearts opposite your void the slam 

is unlikely. 

After 2S a bid of 4C is Gerber CRO (by agreement). If partner responds 4S which shows 2 aces of the same colour, ie 

must be spades and clubs that makes your hand more valuable and you can bid 5C asking for kings on the way to bidding 

6S, or simply bid 6S straight away. 

The special feature of Gerber Cro is it tells you exactly what aces partner has at a lower level. 

 

This is a hand played at the club recently, another example where Gerber CRO could be useful  -  

 

   

BOARD 24 

BD: 24  KT Dlr: W 

  AQT865 Vul: Nil 

  KQJ95  

   

 J983    Q765 

 J2    43 

 T862    74 

 AQ4    K8653 

  A42  

  K97  

  A3  

  JT972  

      

      NT     

N 2 7 7 1 4     15   

          

S 2 7 7 1 4   8   5 

E          12   

W          
 

 

 



 

Of course there are many ways to bid this but the example is to show how Gerber CRO can give you the answers you 

need. 

If North opened 1H playing the 2/1 system South would respond 1NT which shows 6 to 12 points.  

With this strong hand North can bid 4C straight away to enquire about aces, where South would respond 5H ie 2 odd 

aces and 1 king, then North knows exactly which aces south has ( ie spades and diamonds) which makes Norths’ hand 

more powerful so a grandslam can be explored. 

Knowing what aces your partner holds can be used to advantage when holding a void, allowing you to assess your hand 

more accurately. 

 

 

 

 

 


